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DETAILED ACTION 

Preliminary Matters 

Claims 1-3 and 7-8, which were affirmed by the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences (hereinafter Board), remain in the application, and prosecution on those 
claims are closed. 

Claims 4-6 and 9-10, in which the rejection was reversed by the Board, have 
been determined to be unpatentable based on new rejections set for below. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
Claims 4-6 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
figure 2 of applicant's drawings. Figure 2 is labeled prior art and shows each of the 
features recited in the claimed invention. Figure 2 discloses the claimed a terminal 
block 8 disposed within the laundry dryer control panel 6, the terminal block including a 
back portion placed on a control panel (near the tail and tip of the arrow) and a front 
portion having a lower part and an uppermost part (above and below reference 
character 6); 

a wall extending below the terminal block bottom part and above the terminal 
block uppermost part (the claimed wall begins near the lower right corner of lower figure 
2, adjacent reference character 4 and extends upward near the upper right corner of 
lower figure 2, adjacent reference character 9b); 
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a first wire 8a extending out of the terminal block bottom part; and 
second wire 9b extending out of the terminal block uppermost part wherein the 
wall extends from the terminal block such that the wall shields an exposed portion of the 
first wire and the second wire (best shown with reference character 10). Figure 2 also 
discloses the claimed feature wherein the wall covers a first connector coupling the 
terminal block lower part with a first power wire and a second connector coupling the 
terminal block upper part with a second power wire from a first side of the terminal block 
and a second side of the terminal block (best shown with reference character 10), single 
body 8 wall and terminal block formation, first and second part spacing (shown near 
reference character 10), and wall size extension (best shown with reference character 
10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 4-6 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hopkins (US 4,010,996) in view of Lennon (US 4,030,802). Hopkins discloses the 
claimed invention comprising: 

a terminal block 28 (figures 2 and 5-7) disposed within the laundry dryer 10 
control panel 16 (figure 1 shows how the terminal block 28 would fit within the control 
panel when applying figures 2-7 to the structure of figure 1 and column 4 line 47 
wherein the disclosed "into" anticipates the claimed "within"), the terminal block 
including a back portion placed on a control panel and a front portion having a lower 
part and an uppermost part (best seen in figure 3); 
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a wall 22 extending below the terminal block bottom part and above the terminal 
block uppermost part (figure 1 and column 4 line 46 wherein figure 2 exemplifies a wall 
for the disclosed entire wiring assembly disclosed in the detailed description such that it 
is inherent that the assembly is shown in figure 1 to be a wall to support the wiring 
assembly disclosed in the description because it necessarily follows that a wall supports 
the structure and function shown and disclosed, it is recognized that the structure 
disclosed in Hopkins meets the structural and functional limitation of the claimed "wall" 
because the plain meaning of a wall is a dividing structure between space and the 
disclosed wall in the disclosure and drawings of Hopkins meets this claim limitation); 

a first wire 32 extending out of the terminal block bottom part (figures 1-3 and 5-7 
and column 4 line 45 wherein the disclosed conductor is another name for a wire). 
Hopkins also discloses the claimed feature wherein the wall 22 (from figure 1) covers a 
first connector coupling the terminal block lower part with a first power wire (figures 1 
and 32) and a second connector 212 coupling the terminal block upper part with a 
second power wire from a first side of the terminal block and a second side of the 
terminal block (column 8 lines 38-63 describing the wires shown in figure 32 extending 
from jig 210 from a back of a machine 218 to the control panel), single body wall and 
terminal block formation (figure 1 shows walls 22 or 24 being formed with the terminal 
block 28 as a single body), wherein the portions of exposed cores of the wire 32 include 
a first part 58 spaced from the terminal block and a second part 68 spaced from the 
terminal block (figure 3), and wherein the wall 22 or 24 is sized such that the wall has an 
end that extends beyond the first portion 16 and another end that extends beyond the 
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second portion 10 (figure 1). Hopkins discloses the claimed invention, except for the 
claimed second wire extending out of the terminal block uppermost part wherein the 
wall extends from the terminal block such that the wall shields an exposed portion of the 
first wire and the second wire. Lennon, another terminal block assembly for use in 
clothes dryers (column 1 line 25), discloses a terminal block assembly 11 for appliances 
such as clothes dryers, the terminal block assembly including a sequence timer 13 
(column 4, lines 42-49, column 5, lines 14-20 and figures 1 and 2). The described 
terminal block assembly 11 also includes a casing 23 and a releasable cover 59 that 
define a closed wall (column 5, lines 43-53 and figures 2-4) which shields exposed 
cores (unnumbered; figures 2-5) of electrical leads 35 (i.e., wires) on which terminals 25 
(i.e., connectors; column 4, lines 53-62 and figures 2-5) are connected. The electrical 
leads 35 extend above and below the terminal block (figures 1 and 2). Lennon further 
teaches the desirability of allowing quick inspection of the various electrical connections 
within the casing 23 (column 5, lines 47-55). It would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art to combine the teachings of Hopkins with a second wire extending out of the 
terminal block uppermost part wherein the wall extends from the terminal block such 
that the wall shields an exposed portion of the first wire and the second wire, disclosed 
in Lennon, for the purpose of allowing a quick connect and disconnect electrical 
connection for an electrical device for greater electrical contact integrity in a cost 
effective and non-complicated manufacture endeavor. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen M. Gravini whose telephone number is 571 272 
4875. The examiner can normally be reached on normal weekday business hours (east 
coast time). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kenneth B. Rinehart can be reached on 571 272 4881 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

January 22, 2009 

/Stephen M. Gravini/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3743 

/KAREN M. YOUNG/ 

Director, Technology Center 3700 
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